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June 2014 
 

HELP REQUIRED. 
 
Any club or organisation requires good stable administration to function smoothly 
and our club is no exception. Peter Cocks has kindly agreed to step into the position 
of acting President for the next three meetings before deciding if he will take on the 
Presidential role for the following club year. 
We still require persons to fill the positions of Secretary and general committee 
members. Our A.G.M is coming up in August so members could you please give 
some consideration towards nominating for the above positions. Your help would be 
greatly appreciated. 
 
Trevor Bibby. Vice President. 
 

 
 

ñCromwellò Image by Carol Hall 

 Reg. No. A000 4054F  
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From the Committee 
 

 The National Entry form is finalized, soon to be published. 

 The usual free use of facilities at Ballarat University (now Federation 
University) for judging the National was not forthcoming; the club may have to 
bear the extra cost. 

 The resignation of Ian Andrew as President was discussed- see ñHelp 
Requiredò (cover). 

 Welcome new members- Mukul Hatwal and Brian White. 

 YMCA Interclub was discussed- see ñYMCA/Ballarat/ Interclubò. 

 VAPSôs new website was discussed- see ñVAPS Convention May 2014ò.  
 

Digital Reports 
 
May Digital Report 
 
Nine members braved the cold Ballarat winters night to discuss one of our traditional 
subjects-Landscape-Seascape. 
 
During and following a presentation detailing the definition, equipment, lenses, 
tripod, shutter speed, hyper focal distance many ideas were discussed. 
 
Carol gave an overview of her guided trip to New Zealand with Ian Rolfe 
photography. 
 His blog details regarding the trip can be read at www.ianrolfephotography.net 
 
Betty 
 
Sorry to Betty for leaving this out last month. Ed 
 
Digital night June 2nd 2014 
 
Only six members attended the digital night, I wonder if other members were afraid 
of the set subject - Selfies.  

http://www.ianrolfephotography.net/
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Jamie kindly brought his studio light, flashes and laptop. We tethered the camera to 
the laptop and as they were taken we could review the images and make alterations 
as necessary. We all had a practise at using the cameras self-timers and by using 
our triggers we activated the studio lights. This didnôt prove to be successful for all of 
us. Kate has kindly let me use this image to show you an example of what we did. 
The other images you may see as the set subject later on in the year. 
 

 
 
Betty Bibby 
 

Landscape Photography Tour to New Zealand  
with Ian Rolfe, April 23-May 4 2014 

 
Twenty-five enthusiasts joined professional Ian Rolfe on a journey in Central Otago 
and Fiordland, hoping to enjoy spectacular scenery and especially the autumn 
colours. The landscape here is rarely natural, with large sheep stations and dairying 
occupying much of the countryside. The autumn colours occur because of all the 
introduced deciduous trees, especially poplars and willows; there are no native 
deciduous trees ï even the native beech species (Nothofagus sp) are evergreen. 
 
Much of the areas we travelled through had been re-modelled by the activities of 
goldminers in the 19th century, so river valleys had often been modified and the 
remains of mining equipment still dotted the valley sides. More recently, 
development of catchments for hydro-electricity and irrigation has left its mark, 
resulting in large dams, changed river flows and raised lake levels. 
 
Each day we would make several stops along the route between overnight stops, 
often leaving at 8.30am, occasionally 7 or 7.30am if it meant good light at a particular 
location. 
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From Christchurch we travelled to Tekapo, enjoying views over the lakes on the way 
and of course seeing the classic Church of the Good Shepherd on the shores of 
Tekapo, but in wet and dreary conditions. At Wanaka a lone tree knee-deep in water 
was the focus, some folk bringing out ñBig Stoppersò in order to blur water 
movement. A night at Oamaru enabled us to photograph historic buildings 
constructed from the Oamaru limestone, used all over the country (and indeed at 
Loreto here in Ballarat).Urban night-time photography made a change from the 
landscapes, then it was on to the Moeraki Boulders, a series of spherical concretions 
which have eroded out of the cliffs, and can look fascinating in the right light, but we 
struck flat overcast, another photography group plus general public. It had become a 
cliché.  
 
However Ian gave us a demonstration on his laptop of his preferred treatment of his 
photos using these boulders ï he is interested in art rather than geographical truth, 
and it was interesting to watch his mastery of Photoshop to make an interesting 
image from uninspiring conditions.(These can be seen on his blog). 
 
Staying at Cromwell gave us easy access to Arrowtown, known for its autumn 
colours, the hillside behind the town glowing in shades of gold, with dark green 
conifers like exclamation marks dotted around. A damp morning meant that the 
colours were well saturated with few highlights to burn out. Arrowtown is pure 
tourism today after its heyday in goldmining; the Chinese village where, as in Ballarat 
the Chinese miners fossicked through the debris left by other miners and made a 
living, has been partly reconstructed. The main street has retained some of the old 
façades or has replicated them, so there were some quirky images to be taken. 
 
We were based in Te Anau for two nights, enabling us to have an early start at the 
Mirror Lakes en route to Milford Sound; they lived up to their name, and we had been 
lucky a few nights before when snow had fallen, creating a lovely backdrop and on 
which the first rays of the sun landed as we arrived. Good stuff!! 
 
A two hour trip on Milford Sound was enjoyable although it did not yield much in the 
way of good compositions; views from the waterôs edge near the car park with a 
foreground of boulders and tussocks were better. Then three nights in Queenstown 
gave us the opportunity to see some glorious morning cloudscapes over Lake 
Wakatipu and along to Glenorchy. Unsettled weather later in the day produced lovely 
effects over the mountains. On the final day we added a trip down Skippers Canyon 
to the schedule, a very narrow road on a ledge with sheer drops on one side ï the 
Coaster bus drivers took it very gently! Originally goldminers used a pack trail on the 
other side of the valley to access the gold in the Shotover River below, 
photographically a beautiful location, with a clear sunny day to enhance our 
experience. 
 
What did I learn? Thanks to Ianôs particular interest in backlighting, we appreciated 
the need for bracketing and how to choose the best of the series for merging into the 
final shot. While I donôt especially like his own treatment of landscape images, 
nevertheless it gave me food for thought and has probably jolted me out of a rut! 
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I had skied in the Queenstown area ï Coronet Peak ï back in 1978, so it was good 
to re-visit the region ï and re-take some views committed to slide film back then, and 
under different lighting conditions plus greater expertise. The geographer in me 
loved seeing both old and new places, especially the formerly glaciated regions of 
the south-west, a type of geomorphology in which I have a specific interest. So now I 
have some fresh photos for lecture purposes. 
 
The tour was busy, and inevitably there were places where one would like to spend 
longer; we were lucky with the weather (it had rained non-stop the previous fortnight) 
and the accommodation was very comfortable. 
 
Here are some typical shots from the trip. 
 

 

 
 

ñCromwell Vineyardsò 

 

 
 

ñAutumn Hillsideò 
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ñMoeraki 3ò 

 

 
 

ñMoeraki 6ò 

 


